Babesia divergens (Phylum Apicomplexa) in vitro growth in the presence of calf serum.
Resistance to severe babesiosis in young calves has frequently been ascribed to an unknown serum factor(s) which inhibits growth of Babesia bovis in vitro. Our experiments show that young calf sera are as suitable as adult bovine sera for the in vitro culture of Babesia divergens, indicating that in this species at least inverse age resistance is due to alternative mechanisms. The suitability of commercial foetal calf sera for B. divergens cultures seems highly variable.